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Contrary to many polit-
ical prophecies, the 
election of Republi-

can Glenn Youngkin as gov-
ernor of Virginia does not 
augur a bloodbath for Dem-
ocrats in the 2022 midterms. 
If it finally pounds in the les-
son that the woke crusades 
of the far left are poison to 
the party, it may even im-
prove the party’s prospects.

The Democratic candidate 
Terry McAuliffe lost in a 
state that had preferred Joe 
Biden over Donald Trump by 
10 points. Candidate Youn-
gkin managed to thread the 
needle of not attacking 
Trump while keeping a far 
distance. In his victory 
speech, he didn’t even men-
tion Trump’s name.

There was a lesson here 

for Republicans, too.
Youngkin exploited the 

alarm many Virginia parents 
have at stories of crusades 
to make white kids feel 
guilty over the traumas suf-
fered by African Americans. 
Though the fears were way 
overblown, they did find 
traction in the noisy de-
mands of elite lefties.

And if you think that’s a 
suburban Virginia thing, 
consider the conflict at a 
public school in the liberal 
Park Slope neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. It was over a mu-
ral placed in the cafeteria 
that read “Black Lives Mat-
ter,” “Black Trans Lives Mat-
ter” and the more militant 
“Your Silence Will Not Pro-
tect You.”

Hispanics make up the 

school’s largest group, fol-
lowed by whites and Asians. 
What about them? The prin-
cipal wanted the sign to say 
something more inclusive, 
such as, “Hate has no home 
here.” She ordered the mural 
down to the applause of 
many parents.

Other election results 
across the country show-
cased Democratic restraint. 
Minneapolis voters rejected 
a move to replace their po-
lice department with a De-
partment of Public Safety. 
Lefty supporters — thinking 

the revulsion to the murder 
of George Floyd by police 
would give them a win — 
turned themselves inside 
out to explain what they 
meant, that they were not 
abolishing the police pres-
ence. As it happened, the ref-
erendum contained the 
words “remove the police.” 
Is the far left that dumb? It is.

New Yorkers easily 
elected Eric Adams, a for-
mer police captain and an 
African American, as mayor. 
In Ohio, Shontel Brown won 
a special election to replace 
Rep. Marcia Fudge. Brown 
had won the Democratic pri-
mary after a tough battle 
against Nina Turner, who 
worked for party saboteur 
Sen. Bernie Sanders and lik-
ened a vote for Biden to eat-
ing a “bowl of s—-.” Sanders 
endorsed Turner, of course, 
as did Rep. Ilhan Omar.

Isn’t it time Democrats 
knocked off the sulking 

Omar in a primary? Even in 
her super liberal Minneapo-
lis district, Biden won 80% of 
the vote in 2020, but Omar 
took only 64%. Almost any 
Democrat could have done 
better. Getting Omar off the 
news channels would be a 
win for Democrats and a 
blow to Republicans.

Youngkin succeeded in 
convincing Virginia voters 
that he was, at bottom, a 
moderate. Much of the pun-
ditry will make huge predic-
tions based on a Republican 
winning the governorship in 
a blue state. But voters 
clearly distinguish between 
state officials and national 
ones. Massachusetts is a lot 
more liberal than Virginia, 
and it has a Republican gov-
ernor who puts 1,000 miles 
between himself and Trump.

The holdup of the biparti-
san and popular infrastruc-
ture bill no doubt fatigued 
many Virginia Democrats 
into inaction. It’s time for 
Democrats to pressure the 
so-called House progres-
sives to support a no-
strings-tied vote on 
infrastructure. Some of their 
better social priorities — 
prekindergarten education, 
for example — can be ad-
dressed later.

Republicans, meanwhile, 
should observe that they 
can win in fairly liberal 
places when they amputate 
Trump from their message. 
If Democrats dethroned the 
left radicals and Republi-
cans rejected the right-wing 
crazies, what a nicer, more 
functional country this 
could be.
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Virginia race sends lesson to 
Democrats, and Republicans

By Kawehi Correa

All eyes are on Glasgow as 
world leaders gather to dis-
cuss ways to be kinder to our 
planet, the only home we all 
share. From Antonio Guterres, 
secretary general of the 
United Nations, to Varshini 
Prakash, executive director 
and co-founder of the youth-
led Sunrise movement, there 
is agreement that we need to 
do much more to prevent the 
catastrophes we see unfold-
ing all across the globe and 
even more dire events that 
scientists tell us are sure to 
come.

To date, we have not re-
sponded with urgency to the 
climate crisis caused by our 
addiction to fossil fuels. It’s 
time for each of us to join Gu-

terres in saying: “Enough. 
Enough brutalizing biodiver-
sity. Enough killing ourselves 
with carbon. Enough treating 
nature like a toilet. Enough 
burning and drilling our way 
deeper. We are digging our 
own graves.”

We literally do not have to 
dig our own graves. We can 
change our behavior. How we 
handle death can make a dif-
ference to whether genera-
tions to come have a livable 
planet.

At this time, against a land-
scape of too many loved ones 
lost to COVID-19, it is time to 
look at ways we can make our 
exit from life kinder to the 
aina. It’s time to rethink burial 
and cremation practices. It’s 
time to understand and em-
brace water cremation —  

an eco-friendly, far gentler al-
ternative to conventional cre-
mation.

Did you know that in 2018, 
we had more than 8,500 flame 
cremations in Hawaii? In total, 
that meant a release of 4.5 
million pounds of carbon di-
oxide into the atmosphere. It 
does not have to be this way. 
This is avoidable.

Water cremation, which 
uses a base solution of 5% po-
tassium hydroxide and 95% 
water to accelerate decompo-
sition, consumes one-eighth 
the energy of a flame crema-
tory and results in 75% lower 
carbon emissions. It destroys 
pathogens, protects the oper-
ator, and returns a safe 
by-product to the family. No 
DNA is left in the water or cre-
mated remains. No mercury 

amalgam is emitted into the 
atmosphere. There is no 
groundwater contamination 
from cemeteries and no need 
to extract pacemakers and 
implants prior to cremation. 
Additionally, if desired, many 
of the implants can be recy-
cled.

In short, this is a more re-
spectful way to treat the re-
mains of our loved ones. 
Respectful both to them and 
to our hurting planet.

This may sound new-fan-
gled and strange — as change 
often does. But it is already 
being used by the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minn., and by 
the UCLA School of Medicine. 
We have their experience and 
their experts to draw on.

For too long, customary Ha-
waiian burial rites, while pro-

tected by law, did not have 
the benefit of access to the al-
kaline hydrolysis technology 
to make those rites possible 
in ways that are consistent 
with current health and envi-
ronmental standards and ex-
pectations. Today we have 
both the technology and the 
expertise.

Once lawmakers pass legis-
lation to make water crema-
tion available in Hawaii, the 
people of Hawaii, whatever 
their culture, will be able to 
choose a kinder, gentler way 
to return to the earth from 
which we came. It’s a choice 
we can all make that will allow 
us to join with others on the 
front lines of saying “enough” 
to practices that hurt the air 
we breathe and the land and 
water that support our life.

By Parmy Olson

I t seems to be a rite of passage 
that as technology billionaires 
get older, they spend more 

time chasing dreams they might 
have fantasized about as kids. 
There’s Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos 
with their rockets, and now Mark 
Zuckerberg, aged 37, with his 
plans to build an alternate digital 
reality known as the metaverse.

Last week, Zuckerberg an-
nounced that Facebook Inc. was 
changing its name to Meta Plat-
forms Inc., to reflect its focus on a 
new virtual- and augmented-reality 
platform “for connecting people.” 
It looked at first like the CEO was 
distancing himself from the com-
pany’s problems, but that is only 
part of the story. He also seems to 
be following in Musk’s footsteps, 
attempting, in his own way, to be-
come a tech futurist with grandi-
ose plans to change humanity. 
That may ultimately make Zucker-
berg the clearest winner from 
Facebook’s pivot.

I am skeptical about the 
metaverse, and not just because of 
Facebook’s negligence of user 
safety.

History is littered with tech 
companies that, despite their 
roots in innovation, couldn’t pivot 
to new platforms. Take Nokia Cor-
poration. Back in 2007 it had the li-

on’s share of global revenue from 
mobile phones. Then it tried build-
ing a new platform for apps and 
failed to compete with Apple Inc.’s 
iPhones and Google’s Android op-
erating system. Within six years it 
went from a market valuation of 
$150 billion to being bought by Mi-
crosoft Corp., in 2013, for $7.2 bil-
lion.

Arm Holdings is another exam-
ple. Its mobile chip designs indi-
rectly power nearly all of the 
world’s smartphones, giving it a lu-
crative passive income in license 
fees. Several years ago Arm 
steered into the more futuristic 
world of the Internet of Things, 
building software to connect cars, 
doorbells, washing machines and 
more. Believing that goal would 
pay off, SoftBank Group Corp. 
bought Arm for $32 billion in 2016. 
But the IoT business stagnated, 
and in 2020 Arm said it would spin 
the unit off and refocus on chip li-
censing.

Even Google’s restructuring as 
Alphabet Inc. has faltered in new 
territory, with some of the con-
glomerate’s “bets” mostly draining 
money, even in promising areas 
like pharmaceuticals. A project 
with Novartis International AG to 
track diabetes through contact 
lenses was shut down in 2018, 
while a similar partnership with 
Sanofi fizzled in 2019. Six years on 

from seeking new directions, Al-
phabet still makes more than 80% 
of its revenue from advertising.

Meta Platforms will also struggle 
to make money from anything 
other than selling ads on Facebook 
and Instagram. So successful and 
entrenched is that core business 
that Facebook has yet to make 
money from another platform it 
has already owned for seven 
years: WhatsApp. The chat app, 
which Zuckerberg bought for $19 
billion in 2014, has approximately 
2 billion monthly users but gener-
ates nominal revenues, even after 
yearslong efforts to lay the ground-
work for ads and business messag-
ing.

Facebook is meanwhile playing 
catch-up on virtual reality with Ro-
blox Corp. and Valve Corporation’s 

SteamVR, while VR products com-
ing from Apple, Google and Micro-
soft will be tough competitors.

And the company has struggled 
to turn innovative ideas into prod-
ucts in the past. Among the mis-
fires: the much-hyped mobile 
platform Home, which closed in 
2013, and Snapchat competitors 
Poke and Slingshot (2014 and 
2015). Facebook also couldn’t 
build a voice assistant for its vid-
eo-calling device Portal (awk-
wardly using Amazon Inc.’s Alexa 
instead), because its engineers 
grappled with confusing priorities, 
some of them told me in 2018.

So where does that leave the 
metaverse? With billions of dol-
lars, Zuckerberg will certainly 
build something, but its financial 
success is dubious. The clearer 

winner is Zuckerberg himself. He 
can walk away from being the suit-
and-tie-wearing executive answer-
ing questions about harmful 
content on Facebook in Congress, 
and onto the public stage unveil-
ing all the new ways that Meta is 
making science fiction real.

In that sense, Zuckerberg has 
taken a step towards becoming 
more like Tesla Inc.’s Musk, making 
a visionary bet just as Musk did 
with his predictions about the 
shift to electric cars. Despite noted 
tensions between the two found-
ers, the former has quietly tried to 
emulate the latter. A former Face-
book employee tells me that sev-
eral years ago Zuckerberg started 
posting more frequently to his 
own profile because he wanted to 
build a larger fanbase like Musk’s. 
He increased his following by hir-
ing professional photographers to 
document his work and home life, 
among other strategies.

But neither history nor his fol-
lowers will remember Zuckerberg 
as the grandfather of virtual reality 
if he continues to neglect the toxic 
cleanup needed on Facebook. The 
financial and regulatory pressure 
coming toward Meta is real. Over 
time, that dream of being an icon 
will start to unravel.
———
Parmy Olson is a Bloomberg Opin-
ion columnist covering technology.
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