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While President Joe 
Biden and local of-
ficials keep talking 

about causes for the rise in 
crime in our major cities, 
proposing “solutions” that 
have failed in the past, like 
former President Bill Clin-
ton’s Midnight Basketball 
idea, the real reason for its 
escalation is deeper than 
what we see on the surface.

The president’s proposals 
delivered in New York City 
last week are more window 
dressing. As with similar 
ideas in the past, Biden’s  
will do little to reduce crime. 
He talked about “gun vio-
lence” and hiring people to 
conduct “violence interven-
tion” and predictably, more 
spending. His purpose 

seems aimed at duping the 
public into believing he’s se-
rious about reducing violent 
crime, which has risen sub-
stantially on his watch.

It is not all, or even 
mainly, the president’s fault, 
though he contributes to the 
problem by his indifference 
to the massive lawbreaking 
at our southern border. 
Since the tumultuous ’60s, 
we have been reaping a 
moral whirlwind.

Elections are not the only 
things that have conse-
quences. So does a failure to 
teach right from wrong and 
excusing or rationalizing 
misbehavior, instead of 
holding lawbreakers ac-
countable and imposing 
penalties. Studies have 

shown that absent fathers 
contribute to undisciplined 
youth.

The notion of wrongdoers 
getting their “just deserts” 
has also faded from our cul-
ture. Criminals are now re-
garded by too many 
progressives as victims of 
racism and social inequali-
ties. This doesn’t explain 
why an overwhelming ma-
jority of those who live in 
poverty or are the product 
of diverse communities are 
law abiding.

Failure to teach right from 
wrong and discipline chil-
dren contributes to viola-
tions of moral and secular 
law. Schools that focus on 
buzzwords like “equity, 
equality and diversity” while 
ignoring the imposition of a 
shared moral code (is there 
such a thing today?) have 
contributed to the chaos 
that has made many streets 
unsafe. 

Police officers who are 
tasked with enforcing the 
law are now the targets of 
lawbreakers. Their morale 
has declined. They make ar-
rests only to find that the 
criminals are put back on 
the streets to re-offend, 
thanks in part to lax laws, 
and progressive judges and 
district attorneys.

People don’t automati-
cally learn manners, they 
don’t acquire respect for the 
law, or value the lives and 

property of others. They 
must be taught and pun-
ished when they disobey, or 
some can be counted on to 
think there are no restraints 
for bad choices. Life is 
cheap, as more than 60 mil-
lion legal abortions per-
formed in the U.S. since 1973 
testifies. Some who feel 
cheated in life apparently 
believe the property of oth-
ers rightly belongs to them.

All decisions about behav-
ior begin in the heart. If we 
don’t train people to abide 
by standards that are best 
for themselves and the 
country, many will choose 
another path that leads 
them to gangs, drug dealers 
and a life of crime.

Few wish to stand for 
what is right in contempo-
rary society because they 
fear condemnation from 
people and “groups” that 
will tag them with negative 

labels. If we don’t like the  
direction in which we are 
headed, it is time to yell 
“stop,” then turn around and 
take a different road. The 
one we are now on will lead 
to our destruction.

The late Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen correctly forecast in 
the mid-20th century what 
was to come when he said: 
“The refusal to take sides on 
great moral issues is itself a 
decision. It is a silent acqui-
escence to evil. The tragedy 
of our time is that those who 
still believe in honesty lack 
fire and conviction, while 
those who believe in dishon-
esty are full of passionate 
conviction.”

Crime is first a moral is-
sue. Failure to address it on 
that level ensures it will only 
get worse.
———
Cal Thomas writes for  
Tribune Content Agency.
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Real cause of rise in crime:  
A failure to teach morality

CAL

THOMAS

By Les Kondo

At its Jan. 27 hearing, members 
of the House Investigative Commit-
tee to Investigate Compliance with 
Audit Nos. 19-12 and 21-01 dis-
cussed a request they had re-
ceived from Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser reporter Dan Na-
kaso for a copy of the committee’s 
unfinished draft report provided 
to us and other witnesses. In sup-
port of committee Chairwoman 
Rep. Della Au Belatti’s recommen-
dation to deny the request, an-
other committee member stated 
that while she normally favors 
transparency, she had concerns 
about being held “politically ac-
countable” and “punished politi-
cally” for expressing unpopular 
positions before reaching a con-
sensus or compromise.

Three days later, the committee 
released its final report’s executive 
summary and recommendations. 
Included are 11 recommendations 
regarding the Office of the Auditor, 
the most serious of which call for 
the establishment of an audit com-
mittee to oversee the Office of the 
Auditor as well as further investi-
gation of the office’s operations: 
by the Legislature, by an indepen-
dent third-party and even by the 
Department of the Attorney Gen-
eral based on Rep. Belatti’s con-
trived accusations of witness 
tampering and other wrongdoing.

However, according 
to Rep. Belatti, those 
recommendations 
won’t be addressed by 
the Legislature during 
the current session.

“There was a lot of 
value of the investiga-
tive committee … to 
improve the state,” she 
told the Star-Advertiser. 
“But the political tem-
perature around this 
will not result in pro-
ductive legislation (re-
garding Kondo and his 
office), even though I 
think it’s important.”

Rep. Belatti’s com-
ment about “political 
temperature” and her 
colleague’s concern about the dan-
gers of transparency and public 
accountability tell us all we need 
to know about the committee’s fi-
nal report and the process that 
created it. 

While breathless accusations 
and innuendo may make for good 
political theater, when you have to 
put pen to paper and prove your 
claims, the facts and the truth mat-
ter.

I testified three times at the start 
of the investigation and spoke 
about our audits’ findings and rec-
ommendations and the procedures 
and processes behind that work. 
After Rep. Belatti announced the 

committee was expand-
ing its investigation to 
include my office, she 
announced that I would 
be invited back. 

That would have 
only been fair, but that 
never happened.

While the report’s 
overtly personal at-
tacks are inappropriate 
(if not illegal), my ef-
forts to call into ques-
tion the expanded 
investigation’s legiti-
macy and refute its con-
clusions have always 
been about ensuring 
the integrity and inde-
pendence of the Office 
of the Auditor and pro-

tecting staff, whose work has been 
unfairly questioned and whose 
professionalism and integrity have 
been repeatedly attacked.

But this attack goes beyond me 
and my office. An investigative 
committee exercises awesome — 
nearly unlimited — powers. It con-
trols the questions that can be 
asked, and it need not attempt to 
balance its perspective with con-
trary perspectives. 

In other words, it need not tell 
the whole story. That is why the 
Hawaii statute governing legisla-
tive investigative committees re-
quires the committee to conduct 
its hearings “in a fair and impartial 

manner.” Rep. Belatti’s and certain 
other committee members’ disin-
terest in a fair, impartial, or even 
honest inquiry coupled with their 
call for never-ending investiga-
tions should be a grave concern 
for anyone who believes in good 
government.

Unlike certain committee mem-
bers, the auditor cannot raise a fin-
ger to the political winds before 
drafting and releasing reports nor 
bend to any political influence ex-
erted by others, including individ-
ual legislators. 

This is not the first time, nor will 
it be the last, that this office will 
come under criticism and attack. 
But we will do everything we can 

to preserve the public’s trust in 
government, vigorously protecting 
our independence so we can con-
tinue working to improve govern-
ment through unbiased, objective, 
and fact-based analyses.

The Office of the Auditor sub-
mitted a detailed response to the 
committee’s Dec. 30, 2021, draft re-
port (https://files.hawaii.gov/ 
auditor/Informational/ 
220128mediastmt.pdf) and will re-
spond to the “new” material con-
tained in the final report in a 
forthcoming supplemental re-
sponse, which will be posted at: 
https://auditor.hawaii.gov/ 
working-group-and-house- 
investigative-committee/.

By Alin Vaun Pono Ledford, M.D.

As a doctor, as a Native Hawai-
ian physician, and as someone 
whose family has been in the fu-
neral business for more than four 
decades, I truly welcome the pros-
pect of water cremation being en-
acted into law during the current 
2022 legislative session. There is 
no reason to defer this as legisla-
tors did last year. On the contrary, 
there are many reasons to ensure 
passage of House Bill 1894/Senate 
Bill 2828. Besides the cultural and 
environmental value of water cre-
mation, our frustrations living 
through the current COVID pan-
demic should make us eager to 
embrace technology that will pre-
pare us to better handle the next 
pandemic, if and when it hits us.

Change is always unsettling. But 
let’s remember that alkaline hydro-
lysis, or water cremation, is a con-
cept that has been used for years 

by local veterinarians. 
It is a natural process 
that speeds up body 
decomposition, using 
heat, an alkaline re-
agent, pressure and 
gentle agitation. The 
fluid that ensues is 
completely sterile, de-
stroying all pathogens 
including bacteria, vi-
ruses and prions. Its pH 
level is 11, the same as 
milk of magnesia. This 
makes it very safe to 
dispose of into the ground. Its nu-
trient-dense quality can be used in 
a family or memorial garden, thus 
completing the circle of life.

Culturally, water cremation is a 
blessing as it returns the bones of 
our loved ones to us, clean and 
available to care for according to 
tradition. Others can have the 
bones returned to them as ash — 
without all the pollution and gen-

eration of greenhouse 
gasses associated with 
flame-cremation. That 
is why water cremation 
is sometimes referred 
to as green cremation, a 
process that uses less 
than one-fourth the en-
ergy of flame crema-
tion.

What most people 
don’t realize is that in a 
morgue during an au-
topsy or during the em-
balming process in a 

mortuary, blood and other bodily 
fluids go directly down the drain, 
carrying with it all the bacteria, vi-
ruses and medications that the 
body may have harbored. The 
same is what happens when we 
have sewage spills that pollute our 
rivers and seas, beaches and reefs 
with all manner of contamination. 
By contrast, the fluid from the wa-
ter cremation process is sterile, 

disease-free and carries no harm-
ful chemicals.

It’s time that the people of Ha-
waii have the choice available in 
21 other states of choosing a pro-
cess for the final disposition of the 
bodies of their loved ones that is 
kinder to the aina.

That process is water cremation 
which releases none of the harm-
ful toxins and carcinogens that 
flame cremation does. With water 
cremation there is no release of 
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, 
sulfur oxide, hydrogen chloride, 
hydrogen fluoride and mercury. 
The pollutants and carcinogens 
than are aerosolized from flame 
crematoriums can cause short and 
long term health problems. 

Mercury emissions alone can 
have devastating health impacts, 
including harming an unborn 
child.

Some may argue that flame cre-
matoriums have filtration systems 

to minimize the harm. But these 
are unregulated and the prospect 
of failure always exists. In the case 
of water cremation, any possible 
failure of the system would take 
place within sealed, self-contained 
vessels in a single room. So there 
is no risk to the environment 
through aerosolization, leakage or 
spills in the unlikely event of a sys-
tem failure.

Water cremation is one more 
sensible step toward preserving 
our beautiful Hawaii from the re-
lentless assault on limited land.  
I am hopeful that our lawmakers 
will seize the moment to pass  
HB 1894/SB 2828 and make water 
cremation a possibility for all of us 
who, even in passing, wish to do 
our part to be kind to our island 
home.
———
OFF TODAY: 
New York Times columnist  
Maureen Dowd is off.

Because the facts and truth matter — not political theater

Recognize ecological and cultural value of water cremation
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Les Kondo has 
been the state audi-
tor since 2016; he 
previously was ex-
ecutive director of 
the Hawaii State 
Ethics Commission 
and director of the 
Office of Informa-
tion Practices.
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Dr. Alin Vaun Pono 
Ledford practices 
medicine in Hilo.
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House Majority Leader Della Au Belatti, lower right, listened as 
House Speaker Scott K. Saiki spoke during a legislative session 
on Feb. 2, 2021, at the state Capitol.


